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BOROUGH  OF  DARTFORD 


Annual  Report  for  1945  of  tbe  JHetrkal 
©ffieer  of  Hraltlj 


Public  Health  Department, 
Dartford. 

15th  July,  1946. 


To  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Dartford 

Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  report  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1945. 

The  report  is,  on  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  presented  in  an 
abbreviated  form.  The  restrictions  on  the  publication  of  population  statistics  have 
been  removed  and  details  regarding  population  and  vital  statistics  are  again  included 
in  the  report. 

All  the  usual  particulars  and  statistics  have  been  compiled  and  are  kept  for 
record  purposes. 

I am,  Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  FARTHING, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health- 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (acres) 

4,234 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  estimated  figures  mid-1945) 

34,280 

Population  (Census,  1931) 

28,928 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1945,  according  to  Rate  Books) 

10,091 

Rateable  Value 

£296,115 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  Rate 

£1,203 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Live  Births  : Legitimate 

293 

240 

533 

Illegitimate 

29 

19 

48 

322 

259 

581 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population 

16.9 

Live  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  year 

16.1 

Still  Births  : Number  of  still  births  during  the  year 

18 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births 

30.9 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Deaths 

186 

168 

354 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  ... 

10.3 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  year 

11.4 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence 

of,  childbirth : — 

From  Sepsis 

1 

Other  Causes 

1 

Infantile  Mortality  : 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

11 

3 

14 

Illegitimate 

2 

1 

3 

• 

13 

4 

17 

Death  Rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per 

1,000  live  births 

..  29.08 

Infantile  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for 

/ 

the  year 

..  46 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE 

YEAR  1945. 

Causes  of  Death. 

Male. 

Female. 

1.  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

— 

1 

2.  Cerebro-spinal  fever 

— - 

— 

3.  Scarlet  fever 

— 

— 

4.  Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

5.  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

11 

5 

7.  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

2 

1 

8.  Syphilitic  diseases 

" 4 

1 

9.  Influenza 

2 

— 

10.  Measles 

1 

— 

11.  Ac.  polio-myel.  and  polio  enceph. 

— 

— 

2 


12.  Ac.  inf.  enceph 

13.  Cancer  of  buc.  cav.  oesoph  and  uterus 

14.  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duedenum 

15.  Cancer  of  breast 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

17.  Diabetes 

18.  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

19.  Heart  disease 

20.  Other  diseases  of  circ.  system 

21.  Bronchitis 

22.  Pneumonia 

23.  Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

24.  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  ... 

25.  Diarrhoea  under  2 years  ... 

26.  Appendicitis 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases 

28.  Nephritis 

29.  Puerperal  and  post-abort,  sepsis  ... 

30.  Other  maternal  causes 

31.  Premature  birth 

32.  Congenital  mal.;  birth  inj. ; Infant  dis. 

33.  Suicide 

34.  Road  traffic  accidents 

35.  Other  violent  causes 

36.  All  other  causes 


4 

7 

28 

17 

38 

4 

14 

6 

2 

3 


3 

3 


5 

3 

2 

2 

5 

20 


4 

2 

6 

14 

1 

17 

59 

4 

5 
7 
2 
2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

6 

20 


186  168 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Water  Supply. 

The  Borough  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board.  The 
supply  is  from  deep  chalk  wells  and  is  satisfactory  in  both  quality  and  quantity.  The 
water  is  chlorine  treated,  and  has  no  plumbo-solvent  action. 

Frequent  tests  are  carried  out  by  the  Board  and  in  addition  periodical  samples 
are  taken  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  submitted  to  the  County  Laboratory  for 
bacteriological  examination.  All  samples  taken  during  the  year  were  satisfactory. 

With  the  exception  of  nine  houses,  all  houses  in  the  Borough  are  supplied  from 
the  Board’s  mains  (direct  to' the  houses  in  all  cases  but  three,  which  have  a stand  pipe 
supply).  Of  the  nine  houses  not  on  the  Board’s  mains  eight  are  supplied  from  deep 
artesian  wells. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  district  is  main  sewered,  and  the  water  carriage  system  is  general.  The  sewage 
is  dealt  with  by  the  West  Kent  Main  Sewerage  Board  (of  which  the  Dartford  Corpor- 
ation is  a Constituent  Authority)  at  their  works  at  Long  Reach,  Dartford.  Extensions 
of  the  sewerage  system  have  been  carried  out  on  the  new  housing  estates. 


3 


There  only  94  houses  not  connected  to  the  public  sewers. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

Pollution  of  the  Stanham  Brook  by  industrial  waste  arising  in  an  adjoining  district 
has  again  had  to  be  dealt  with  on  two  occasions  during  the  year,  and  samples  of  the  water 
have  been  taken. 


HOUSING. 

No  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year  1945. 

During  the  year  work  was  commenced  on  the  Corporation’s  post-war  scheme  to 
provide  both  temporary  and  permanent  houses.  This  scheme  comprises  100  pre- 
fabricated houses  on  three  selected  sites  and  152  permanent  houses  on  the  Princes  Road 
site.  A site  for  further  houses  is  now  being  acquired  on  Temple  Hill. 

At  the  date  of  my  report,  contracts  have  been  let  for  the  pre-fabricated  houses 
and  for  142  permanent  houses  and  considerable  progress  has  been  made  with  the 
scheme.  Twelve  of  the  pre-fabricated  houses  and  six  of  the  permanent  houses  have 
been  completed  and  occupied. 

In  addition,  a limited  number  of  houses  are  being  erected  by  private  enterprise. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

The  Council  are  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  under  the  above  Act. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Balchin,  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  is  the  Sampling  Officer  and 
particulars  of  the  107  samples  taken  during  the  year  are  given  in  his  report. 


INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Smallpox. 

No  cases  of  Smallpox  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Diphtheria. 

One  case  of  Diphtheria  was  notified  (exclusive  of  Institutional  cases),  compared 
with  10  in  1944. 

On  admittance  to  hospital  the  1 case  notified  was  found  to  be  bacteriologically 
negative. 

An  Immunisation  Clinic  is  held  weekly1  at  the  M.  & C.  W.  Clinic,  and  in  addition 
there  is  a scheme  for  immunisation  by  the  medical  practitioners  in  the  district. 

During  the  year  624  children  were  immunised. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  (exclusive  of  Institutional  cases) 
was  62,  as  compared  with  57  in  1944. 

There  were  also  6 cases  notified  from  Institutions. 


4 


Whooping  Cough. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  was  8. 

A scheme  for  immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough  was  commenced  in  1943.  73 
children  were  immunised  during  1945. 


Measles . 

During  the  year  221  cases  (excluding  German  Measles)  were  notified. 

Enteric  Fever. 

One  case  of  Enteric  Fever  was  notified  during  the  year. 

Food  Poisoning. 

Eleven  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year  from  an  Institution 
belonging  to  another  Local  Authority  but  situated  in  the  Borough  of  Dartford. 


Tuberculosis. 


Number  of  cases  notified 
Number  of  deaths 

The  following  is  a summary  of  cases 
of  the  year: — 

Number  on  register  at  commencement  of  year 
Number  on  register  at  end  of  year 


Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 

Male.  Female.  Male.  Female.  Total. 

21  14  5 5 45 

11  5 2 1 19 

on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  end 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 

Male.  Female.  Male.  Female.  Total. 

174  88  33  40  335 

190  98  37  45  370 


Scabies  and  Body  Vermin. 

In  1943,  a Cleansing  Centre  was  fitted  and  established  at  the  Gas  Cleansing 
Station,  King  Edward  Avenue.  The  work  is  carried  out  by  the  British  Red  Cross 
Society’s  personnel.  Cases  ate  referred  to  the  Department  by  the  Medical  Practitioners 
and  the  Education  Authorities.  I am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  treatment  has 
been  beneficial.  During  1945  207  males  and  327  Females  were  treated. 

The  Health  Visitors  and  the  staff  of  the  Day  Nurseries  keep  observations  with 
regard  to  head  lice  and  general  cleanliness  and  provision  is  made  for  treatment. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Particulars  of  Attendances  at  the  Child  Welfare  Clinic. 

Number  of  new  entrants  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  364 

Total  number  of  children  who  attended  during  the  year  ...  824 

Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

Total  number  of  cases  on  register  during  the  year  ...  ...  207 

Number  of  new  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  177 

Number  of  clinics  held  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Total  number  of  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  507 

Average  attendance  per  clinic  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 
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Birth  Control  Clinic. 


This  clinic  was  held  monthly  during  the  year.  93  new  cases  received  advice  and 
267  attendances  were  made.  Every  care  is  taken  to  see  that  the  objects  of  the  Clinic 
are  fulfilled. 

Maternity  Service. 

A scheme  is  in  force  whereby  expectant  mothers  can  be  admitted  to  either  the 
County  Hospital  or  the  Livingstone  Hospital  for  their  confinements.  Financial  assis- 
tance is  given  according  to  the  income  of  the  applicants. 

92  cases  were  admitted  under  the  scheme  during  the  year. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

14  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notified  during  the  year.  Eleven  occurred  at 
the  County  Hospital,  two  at  Livingstone  Hospital  and  one  where  the  confinement 
took  place  at  the  patient’s  own  house.  The  latter  was  admitted  to  Bow  Arrow  Hospital. 

Other  Services. 

In  connection  with  the  ancillary  services  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Clinics,  21  children  received  orthopaedic  treatment,  and  2 mothers  and  2 children 
dental  treatment  during  the  year. 

MILK  (MOTHERS  AND  CHILDREN)  ORDERS,  1919  and  1921. 

During  the  year  1945  the  amount  of  milk  supplied^under  these  Orders  was 
as  follows:  — 

325  lbs.  dried  milk  free. 

36  „ „ „ half-price. 

The  distribution  of  Liquid  Milk  free,  or  at  a reduced  price,  is  undertaken  by 
the  Food  Office. 


INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION. 

The  two  Health  Visitors  are  appointed  as  Infant  Protection  Officers. 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  foster  children  during  the  year  ...  82 

Number  of  foster  mothers  on  register  at  end  of  year  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  foster  children  on  register  at  end  of  year  ...  ...  10 

Under  the  Adoption  of  Children  (Regulation)  Act,  1939,  Notice  of  Adoption 
was  received  with  regard  to  4 children.  The  adoption  of  5 children  was  completed 
completed  during  the  year. 


6 


HOME  VISITATION. 

VISITS  OF  HEALTH  VISITORS. 

The  following  visits  were  paid  by  your  Health  Visitors  during  the  year:  — 


Number  of  new-born  infants  visited  ...  ...  ...  ...  642 

Number  of  visits  to  infants  under  one  year  ...  ...  ...  2,123 

Number  of  visits  to  children  over  one  year  ...  ...  ...  4,162 

Total  visits  made  by  Health  Visitors  during  year  ...  ...  6,285 

In  addition  to  these  visits  the  following  have  been  paid:  — 

Ante-natal  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  236 

Death  enquiries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


DAY  NURSERIES. 

The  Day  Nursery  established  at  21,  West  Hill  and  Oakfield  Lane  have  been 
carried  on  during  the  year  and  the  attendances  well  maintained. 

I am,  Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

f 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  FARTHING, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


Sir,  Ladies  and  GentwSMen, 

I beg  to  report  as  follows  on  some  of  the  most  important  matters  relating  to  the 
Sanitary  Inspection,  etc.,  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1945. 


General. 

Number  of  complaints  investigated  and  dealt  with 
Number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  investigated 
Number  of  premises  disinfected:  Infectious  disease 

Vermin 

Articles  disinfected:  11  sets  of  bedding  ... 

Number  of  Notices  served:  Preliminary 

Statutory 

Number  of  drains  tested:  Water  29,  Smoke  7 ... 
Number  of  Inspections  of  factories  with  power 
„ „ „ „ „ without  power 

„ „ „ ,,  workplaces 

„ „ „ „ outworkers’  premises 

Offensive  trade  premises  inspected 
Re-inspections  and  visits  to  works  in  progress 


572 

65 

42 

13 

525  articles 
297 
10 

. Total  36 
73 
88 
41 
7 

29 

1,406 
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INSPECTIONS  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  FOOD  SUPPLIES 


Slaughterhouse  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Meat  and  other  food  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  269 

Market  and  Hawkers  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

Inspections  of  food  preparation  premises  ...  ...  ...  79 

Bakehouse  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

Supervision  of  Milk  Supplies. 

Licences  issued  under  the  Milk  Special  Designations  Order:  — 

Pasteurised  Milk  Dealers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Supplementary  Licences:  Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  ...  7 

Six  samples  of  graded  milk  were  taken  during  the  year,  all  of  which  complied 
with  the  prescribed  conditions. 

In  addition  eight  samples  of  milk  were  taken  under  the  Heat  Treated  (Prescribed 
Tests)  Order,  1944.  All  samples  were  reported  by  the  County  Analyst  as  being 
“ sufficiently  heat  treated.” 

One  sample  of  mixed  milk  was  taken  from  a local  herd  under  the  Tuberculosis 
Order  and  was  found  to  be  negative. 

81  inspections  of  cowsheds,  dairies  and  milkshops  were  made  during  tire  year 


UNSOUND  FOOD. 

The  total  quantity  of  unsound  lood  destroyed  or  salvaged  during  tire  year  was 
2 tons  6 cwts.  2 qrs.  6 lbs.,  as  follows:  — 

Beef:  14  cwt.  1 qr.  27  lbs.  (including  three  tubercular  carcases  and  offal). 

Sausages  and  Sausage  Meat:  3 qrs. 

Meat  Pies;  2 qrs.  3 lbs. 

Rabbits : 2 cwt.  3 qrs.  20  lbs. 

Chickens : 1 qr.  22  lbs. 

Fish:  10  cwt.  1 qr.  4 lbs. 

Tinned  Goods:  11  cwt.  3 qrs.  15  lbs.  (consisting  of:  meat  210  tins,  fish  316  tins, 
vegetables  163  tins,  milk  743  tins,  jam  102  tins,  soup  30  tins. 

Cereals:  2 cwt.  25  lbs. 

Sugar:  2 qrs.  12  lbs. 

Biscuits:  1 cwt.  1 qr.  16  lbs. 

Raising  Powder : 3 qrs.  7 lbs. 

Dried  Egg : 2 qrs. 

Mixed  Spice;  1 qr.  6 lbs. 

Pudding  Mixture : 2 qrs.  25  lbs.. 

Lemons : 1 qr. 

Dried  Fruit:  1 qr.  1 lb. 

Miscellaneous  Foods:  3 qrs.  9 lbs. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUG  SAMPLING 


During  the  year  107  samples  were  obtained  (69  formal  and  38  informal)  and 
were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst.  The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  the 


analysis  of  these  samples:  — 

Formal. 

Informal. 

Genuine. 

Not  Genuine 

Remarks. 

Milk  

37 

— 

37 

— 

Arrowroot  ... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Baking  Powder 

— . 

1 

1 

— 

Butter 

3 

— 

3 

— 

Cake  & Pudding  Mixture 

— 

3 

2 

1 

Stocks  withdrawn. 

Chocolate  Powder 

1 

I 

— 

Cocoa 

4 

— 

4 

— 

Coffee 

5 

— 

5 

— 

Cinnamon 

1 

1 

2 

— 

Curry  Powder 

2 

1 

3 

— 

Condensed  Milk  ... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Unfit  for  babies 

Dried  Fruit 

2 



2 



Stock  withdrawn. 

Drugs 

1 

10 

11 

— 

Egg  Substitute 

1 

1 

— 

Flavouring  Essences 

2 

2 

— 

Flour 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Gelatine 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Gravy  Powder 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Ground  Ginger  . . . 

1 

2 

3 

— 

Jam  

2 

— 

2 

— 

Lard 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Lemonade  Powder 

1 

1 

2 

— 

Margarine  ... 

2 

2 

— 

Meat  Paste 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Mixed  Spice 

1 

1 

2 

— 

Mustard 

2 

4 

2 

4 

Three  of  the  infor- 

Saccharine Tablets 

3 

3 

mal  samples  and 
one  formal,  sample 
were  the  subject  of 
a prosecution  and 
a fine  of  £10  and 
£2  2s.  Od.  costs 

imposed. 

Soup  Powder 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Tinned  Fish 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Whisky 

— 

2 

2 

— 

69 

38 

101 

6 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT 

52  complaints  regarding  rats  and  5 complaints  regarding  mice  were  investigated 
and  dealt  with  during  the  year.  In  five  instances  the  drains  of  the  houses  were  tested 
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and  defects  found.  Assistance  was,  as  far  as  possible  with  the  reduced  staff,  given 
to  occupiers  of  premises  infested  until  December  3rd  when  the  Corporation  appointed 
a whole  time  Rodent  Operative 

The  testing  of  the  sewers  in  the  Borough  was  commenced  during  the  year  and 
was  completed  in  1946. 


LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

Proceedings  were  taken  for  an  infringement  of  the  Food  Standards  (Mustard) 
(No.  2)  Order,  1944,  and  a fine  of  £10  and  £2  2s.  Od.  costs  were  imposed. 

I am,  Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WALTER  E.  BALCHIN, 

'Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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